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LDS scientist learns by study and by faith
By Kaylene Morrill, For Mormon Times

Second in a series

Some say that religion and science are polar opposites. But to Jeffrey M. Bradshaw, that is not true.

Bradshaw, a senior research scientist at the Florida Institute for Human and Machine Cognition and a Mormon
bishop in Pace, Fla., has found that his testimony has grown as much through service as it has through learning.

"I do believe that the process of learning, of being friends of truth and of being willing to test ideas openly, is
something that’s compatible with what we believe," he said. "I'm grateful for a church where truth can only help us."

One of the things about Bradshaw's LDS faith that has
impressed him is that church members are taught about
eternal progression — whatever light or knowledge is
attained in this life will be carried into the next life.

"I hope that Latter-day Saint students will realize that
science and religion not only are compatible, but also that
we, more than any other people, should be very committed
and excited about the opportunity we have to learn by study
and by faith, and to apply that learning in ways that will
bless the world."

Bradshaw received a Ph.D. in cognitive science from the
University of Washington. Cognitive scientists study of the
powers of the human brain and how to couple those powers
with intelligent machines.

Bradshaw's job has entailed a variety of responsibilities,
including helping NASA design and develop robots and
vehicles — projects that will someday conduct missions to
Mars.

While Bradshaw knows very few religious scientists, he said
most scientists respect his beliefs, adding he has not
experienced any disregard for his work due to his religious
affiliation.

"People who do science accept that you have to make
judgments based on the quality of the research performed.
You get no special credit or discredit for your personal
beliefs."

Bradshaw suspects many scientists come to negative conclusions about religion because they have had
experiences with religion and religious people that disappointed them.

Through his experiences, Bradshaw has come to believe that knowledge and revelation come from the same
source. He said he has felt guided in searching for the truth throughout his life.

"The kinds of intuitions that guide me in my work often feel very much like the promptings that I get in my spiritual
Most popular Latest updates Most commented

Get today's headlines via email
LDS news edition
user@email.com  

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

In Lds Across Site

Classifieds

   

Courtesy of Jeffrey M. Bradshaw

Jeffrey M. Bradshaw is cognitive scientist and an LDS
bishop.

Click to enlarge

https://secure.deseretnews.com/user/account/login/
http://subscribe.deseretnews.com/
http://youreedition.com/
http://archive.deseretnews.com/daily-index/
http://www.deseretnews.com/mobile/
http://www.deseretnews.com/site/link/?link=http://www.ksl.com/index.php?nid=88
http://www.deseretnews.com/site/link/?link=http://www.ksl.com/index.php?nid=710
http://www.deseretnews.com/home/
http://www.ldschurchnews.com/home/
http://www.ldschurchnews.com/home/
http://tr.im/dnfacebook
http://tr.im/dnfacebook
http://www.deseretnews.com/home/
http://www.deseretnews.com/utah/
http://www.deseretnews.com/sports/
http://www.deseretnews.com/life/
http://www.deseretnews.com/entertainment/
http://www.deseretnews.com/ldsnews/
http://www.deseretnews.com/familymedia/
http://www.deseretnews.com/multimedia/
http://www.deseretnews.com/opinion/
http://www.deseretnews.com/business/
http://www.deseretnews.com/world-nation/
http://www.deseretnews.com/blog/
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/deseretnews/
http://ldschurchnews.com/home/
http://mormontimes.com/
http://www.deseretbook.com/
http://www.deseretnews.com/reunions/
http://www.deseretnews.com/user/comments/705371391/LDS-scientist-learns-by-study-and-by-faith.html
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/705370837/Mormon-hockey-coach-shows-toughness-in-taking-on-Parkinsons.html
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/705370612/What-famous-people-have-said-about-Mormons.html
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/705370192/Steve-Mikita-Sits-All-Amazed.html
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/705369906/Seminary-teachers-life-a-lesson-in-dealing-with-adversity.html
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/705368357/Portraits-of-the-past-Hill-Cumorah.html
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/print/705371391/LDS-scientist-learns-by-study-and-by-faith.html
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/705371391/LDS-scientist-learns-by-study-and-by-faith.html#
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/705371391/LDS-scientist-learns-by-study-and-by-faith.html#
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/705371391/LDS-scientist-learns-by-study-and-by-faith.html
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/705371391/LDS-scientist-learns-by-study-and-by-faith.html
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/705371391/LDS-scientist-learns-by-study-and-by-faith.html
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php
http://twitter.com/share
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/705371391/LDS-scientist-learns-by-study-and-by-faith.html
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/705371391/LDS-scientist-learns-by-study-and-by-faith.html
http://www.deseretnews.com/photos/midres/web-453322.jpg
http://clicks.beap.ad.yieldmanager.net/c/YnY9MS4wLjAmYnM9KDE0aTVjdmdsOShnaWQkZjVhN2MzNjgtNzAyNS0xMWUwLWI4YTktNzNlZWU5ZWE2NjE0LHN0JDEzMDM4MzY5MTU4NjIwNzMsc2kkMTk1NzU1MSx2JDEuMCxhaWQkenNxOVIyS0lWU2MtLGN0JDI1LHlieCRWZFNQVVpEby44eExuV1hOc1ZVZUJRLHIkMCxyZCQxMWFqZjRydGopKQ/2/*http://deals.mediaoneutah.com/saltlakecity


4/26/11 11:57 AMLDS scientist learns by study and by faith | Deseret News

Page 2 of 2http://www.deseretnews.com/article/705371391/LDS-scientist-learns-by-study-and-by-faith.html

3 comments

STORY 

To trust or not to trust?
Ultimately, life comes down to
this: Do we live in fear or in
faith?

STORY 

Teens anchored to faith
BYU professor of family life
David Dollahite gave 80 teens
from northern California and the
New England area a chance to
share feelings of faith through
open-ended questions.

STORY 

Mormons in the media
From YSAs in Chicago, a
returned missionary playing
football a the U.S. Air Force
Academy in Colorado and Day
of Service participants
California to missionaries
serving in Australia, members
of the LDS Church are in the
news.

life," he said.

"Science works by a kind of faith. Long before a new idea is proven, your senses are primed with an intuition that
there is something to be learned by exploring further in a particular direction."

Bradshaw said everything he believes inspires and motivates him to learn more about God's creations.

View Comments

DeseretNews.com encourages a civil dialogue among its readers. We welcome your thoughtful comments.
– About Comments

Add your comment

Recommended in LDS newsline

About the Mormon church
A description of the history and
basic beliefs of the LDS Church.

MormonTimes.com
Relying on faith in a brain cancer
battle and clinical depression.

City Creek Center news, info
Coverage of downtown SLC's
retail, office and residential
development.

Show
More

In Lds Across Site

1. 'Goodbye smile' at Mormon general...
2. Vai's View: Vai's View: On the honor...
3. Challenging Issues & Keeping the...
4. Teens anchored to faith in many ways;...
5. Linda and Richard Eyre: Teaching kids...
6. Mormon church suspends Ivory Coast...
7. San Antonio LDS missionaries'...
8. Family, fertility decline impacts...
9. Astronomer has faith in science and...

10. Today in the Bloggernacle: The new...

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Grant Application Info
Do You Qualify for a Pell Grant? Use it
for College,
www.CourseAdvisor.com

Career Development
Get hands-on training in automotive
technology.
UTI.edu/Auto

DS Mormon Church
Learn about the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day
www.Mormon.org

Ads by Yahoo!

deseretnews.com: Home | Subscription services | Contact us | News tips | FAQ | Feedback | Jobs | Purchase photos | RSS | Privacy policy

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

http://www.deseretnews.com/user/comments/705371391/LDS-scientist-learns-by-study-and-by-faith.html
http://www.deseretnews.com/ldsnews/index.rss
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/705371398/To-trust-or-not-to-trust.html
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/705371398/To-trust-or-not-to-trust.html
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/700130154/Teens-anchored-to-faith-in-many-ways-commitment-extends-beyond-praying-and-church-attendance.html
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/700130154/Teens-anchored-to-faith-in-many-ways-commitment-extends-beyond-praying-and-church-attendance.html
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/705371393/Mormons-in-the-media-YSAs-in-Chicago-a-reward-in-the-Wash-chapel-fire-Day-of-Service.html
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/705371393/Mormons-in-the-media-YSAs-in-Chicago-a-reward-in-the-Wash-chapel-fire-Day-of-Service.html
http://www.deseretnews.com/site/comments
http://www.deseretnews.com/user/comments/705371391/LDS-scientist-learns-by-study-and-by-faith.html
http://www.deseretnews.com/user/comments/705371391/LDS-scientist-learns-by-study-and-by-faith.html
http://www.deseretnews.com/ldsnews
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/about-the-mormon-church.html
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/about-the-mormon-church.html
http://mormontimes.com/
http://mormontimes.com/
http://www.deseretnews.com/utah/city-creek
http://www.deseretnews.com/utah/city-creek
http://www.deseretnews.com/topstories/44
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/705371164/Goodbye-smile-at-Mormon-general-conference-goes-viral.html
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/700129420/Vais-View-On-the-honor-code-and-accountability.html
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/705371307/Challenging-Issues--Keeping-the-Faith-The-Book-of-Mormon-and-modern-science.html
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/700130154/Teens-anchored-to-faith-in-many-ways-commitment-extends-beyond-praying-and-church-attendance.html
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/700129818/Teaching-kids-economic-tolerance-and-economic-savvy.html
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/700130243/Mormon-church-suspends-Ivory-Coast-missionary-work.html
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/700129393/San-Antonio-LDS-missionaries-national-anthem-performance-now-online.html
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/705371291/Family-fertility-decline-impacts-economy.html
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/705371305/Astronomer-has-faith-in-science-and-religion.html
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/705371309/Today-in-the-Bloggernacle-The-new-LDS-news-site-and-why-blogging.html
http://info.yahoo.com/services/us/yahoo/ads/details.html
http://r1-ads.ace.advertising.com/click/site=0000794099/mnum=0000953606/cstr=10131312=_4db6f8fe,2557724528,794099%5E953606%5E1183%5E0,1_/xsxdata=$XSXDATA/bnum=10131312/optn=64?trg=http://adfarm.mediaplex.com/ad/ck/9608-119290-2042-11?mpt=2557724528
http://www.deseretnews.com/home/
http://subscribe.deseretnews.com/
http://www.deseretnews.com/site/contact/
mailto:news@desnews.com
http://www.deseretnews.com/site/faq/
http://www.deseretnews.com/site/feedback/
http://www.deseretnews.com/site/jobs/
http://www.deseretnews.com/photo/purchase/
http://www.deseretnews.com/site/rss/
http://www.deseretnews.com/site/privacy/
http://www.deseretnews.com/home/
http://deseretdigital.com/
http://deseretmediacompanies.com/

